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SELECTED ANNOTATED  BIBLIOGRAPHY ON CST  
TEXTS, REFERENCE WORKS, AND GENERAL COMMENTARIES 

 

 

TEXTS 
 

David J.O’ Brien and Thomas A. Shannon, eds.  Catholic Social Thought: The Documentary  
Heritage.     
 Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 2004. 
 The single most comprehensive available collection of primary documents of    
                Catholic Social Thought. 
 

Nolan, Hugh. ed. Pastoral  Letters of the United  States Catholic Bishops. 6 vols. Washington, D.C.:    
 Catholic Conference, 1983. 
 These volumes contain all of the documents of the Catholic bishops from 1972 to 1973. 

 

REFERENCE WORKS AND GENERAL COMMENTARIES 
 
Abell, Aaron. American Catholicism and Social Action: A Search for Social Justice, 1865-1950. 
Notre  
 Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1963. 

Nineteenth-century American Catholic Social Thought is developed in the first  
 three chapters of  the book. 

 
_____, ed. American Catholic Thought on Social Questions. Bobbs-Merrill, 1968. 

Excerpts from American Catholic social thinkers, fifteen texts pertaining to nineteenth-century 
thought. 
 

Antoncich,Ricardo. Christians in the Face of Injustice. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1987.  
This book exemplifies the approaches and concerns of a longtime student of Catholic social 
teaching in the Latin American context. 

 
Barrera, Albino. Modern Catholic Social Documents and Political Economy. Washington,  D.C.: 

Georgetown University Press, 2001. 
Barrera reviews Catholic social teaching in light of history and current social-ethical 
concerns using data and issues raised by a wide range of supporters and critics of the 
tradition. 

 
Benestad, J. Brian. “The Catholic Concept of Social Justice: A Historical Perspective.” Communio 
11 
 (Winter 1984): 364-81. 
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Traces the background and origins of “social justice,” including its use by Pius XI  in QA 
(Quadragesimo anno)   

                
Bock, Edward C. Wilhelm von Ketteler, Bishop of Mainz: His Life, Times, and Ideas. Lanham, Md.:  
 University Press of America, 1977. 

A general introduction to one of the early contributors to the social ethics tradition. 
 
Bokenkotter, Thomas.  Church and Revolution: Catholics in the Struggle for Democracy and Social   
 Justice.  New York: Image, 1998.  

Very helpful, though selective, study of Catholic social thinkers since the French Revolution. 
 
Boswell, Jonathan, Frank McHugh, and Johan Verstraeten. Catholic Social Thought: Twilight or  
 Renaissance?  Leuven, Belgium: Leuven University Press, 2000. 

A helpful collection of European perspectives on Catholic social thought; Essays  on the 
future of Catholic social thought. 

 
Byron, William, J. “Ten Building Blocks of Catholic Social Teaching,” America, 31 (October 1998): 
9-12. 

 A frequently used magazine article that  offers a helpful summary of major themes in this 
tradition. 

 
Camp, Richard L. The Papal Ideology of Social Reform: A Study in Historical Development, 1878-
1967. 
 Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1969. 
 An astute commentator, who is not Catholic, offers a progressive analysis. 
 
Calvez, Jean Yves, and Jacques Perrin, eds. The Church and Social Justice: The Social Teaching. 

Popes from Leo XIII to Pius XII, 1878-1958. Translated by J.R. Kirwan. Chicago: Henry 
Renery, 1961. 
A good overview of key themes in the encyclicals. 

 
Coleman, John A. One Hundred Years of Catholic Social Thought: Celebration and Challenge. 
Maryknoll,  
 N.Y.: Orbis, 1991. 

A collection of essays on Catholic social thought dealing with its development,  especially in 
the light of the U.S. experience. This is considered  one of the best collection ever assembled 
of diverse essays on themes of Catholic social thought. 

 
_____.  “What Is an Encyclical? Development of Church Social Teaching.”  Origins 11 (June 4, 
1981): 
 34-41. 
 An important discussion of the genre of social teaching. 
 
Corrin, Jay P. Catholic Intellectuals and the Challenge of Democracy.  Notre Dave, Ind.: University 
of  
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 Notre Dame Press, 2002. 
Chapters 1-3 provide a general overview of early European social Catholicism. 

 
Coulter, Michael L., Stephen M. Krason, Richard S. Myers and Joseph A. Varacalli, eds. Encyclopedia 
of  

Catholic Social Thought, Social Science, and Social Policy. Lanham, Maryland: The 
Scarecrow Press, 2007. 
A comprehensive introduction to the Catholic worldview. 

  
Curran, Charles E., and Richard A. McCormick, eds. Readings in Moral Theology, No.5: Official 
Catholic 

Social Teaching. Mahwah, N.J.: Paulist, 1986.  
A useful compilation of historical and theological essays on Catholic social teaching. 

 
Curran, Charles E. Catholic Social Teaching: 1891-Present: A Historical, Theological, and Ethical 
Analysis.  
 Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2002. 

An examination of both the method and content of Catholic social teaching; the best single 
one-volume treatment of Catholic social teaching. The analysis in terms of themes, rather 
than document-by-document, is unsurpassed. 
 

_____.  American Catholic Social Ethics: Twentieth-Century Approaches. Notre Dame, Ind.: 
University of  
 Notre Dame Press, 1982. 
 A study of five significant American Catholic approaches to social ethics in the twentieth 
century. 
  
Dorr, Donald. Option for the Poor: A Hundred Years of Vatican Social Teaching.  Maryknoll, N.Y. 
Orbis,  
 1983. 

An excellent thematic, historical, and ethical discussion of core themes in the encyclicals. 
Traces the development of Catholic social teaching, emphasizing the advocacy of 
Quadragesimo anno  for social-structural transformation in order to meet the needs of the 
vulnerable. 

 
Dwyer, Judith A., ed.  Questions of Special Urgency.  Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University 
Press, 
 1986. 

A comprehensive overview of key questions related to the social teaching of the Church.  A 
wealth of thematic essays on issues in Catholic social thought. An indispensable reference 
work. 

 
_____, ed. The New Dictionary of Catholic Social Thought. Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical, 1994. 
 A wealth of thematic essays on issues in Catholic social thought. 
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Fogarty, Gerald P., ed. Patterns of Episcopal Leadership. New York: Macmillan, 1989. 
A carefully researched, nuanced study of the multidimensional styles of ecclesial leadership 
in the “top down” hierarchical church. 

 
Giblin, Marie J.  “Corporatism.” In  The New Dictionary of Catholic Social Thought.  Edited by 
Judith A. 
 Dwyer, 245-46. Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical, 2001. 
 A clear presentation of a key term used in early Catholic social teaching. 
 
Hales, E.E.Y. The Catholic Church in the Modern World. Garden City, N.Y.: Image, 1960. 

Excellent presentation of the historical context in which the Church was involved and to 
which it addressed its teaching. 

 
Henriot, Peter J. et al. Catholic Social Teaching: Our Best Kept Secret.  Third Edition. Maryknoll, 
N.Y.:  
 Orbis Books, 1992. 

The unique contribution of this volume is a series of very clear outlines of each document of 
Catholic social thought with  analysis and additional resources. 

 
Himes, Kenneth R. et al, eds. Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretation.  
 Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2005. 

A masterful and comprehensive collection of essays by the very best scholars on this tradition. 
There are fourteen essays that treat each of fourteen Vatican documents, and another seven 
long essays are dedicated to themes and foundational considerations. 

 
 Winner of 2006 first Place Award for Reference Books from the Catholic Press Association.  
 “No teacher of Catholic ethics should be without this extraordinary resource, which promises 
to  
 be a standard reference in the field for many years to come. This volume represents a  
 monumental achievement. Long have we awaited such a comprehensive treatment of 
Catholic  
 social  teaching from an American perspective.” ( Thomas Massaro, S.J., Weston Jesuit 
School  of  Theology). 
 
Hobgood, Mary E. Catholic Social Teaching and Economic Theory: Paradigms in Conflict. 
Philadelphia: 
 Temple University Press, 1991. 

A very thoughtful examination and critique of Catholic social teaching from a socialist 
perspective. 
 

Hollenbach, David. “Christian Social Ethics After the Cold War.” Theological Studies 53 (1992): 75-
93. 
  A survey of issues following the fall of Soviet Union. 
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Kammer, Fred.  Doing Faithjustice: An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought. New York: Paulist 
Press,  
 1991. 

Many groups have excellent use of these two companion volumes by a noted practitioner of 
social justice advocacy. Each is written in a vivid and straightforward style. 

 
Ketteler. Wilhelm E. von. The Social Teachings of Wilhelm Emmanuel Von Ketteler. Translated by 
Rupert J. Ederer. Washington, D.C.: University Press of America. 1981. 

A collection of key writings and sermons that helped set a context for social Catholicism in 
Germany. 
 

Land, Philip, S. Catholic Social Teaching. Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1994.  
This book offers a rare inside glance inside the process by which Catholic social teaching 
documents come to be written and gives a first-hand account of the pivotal decades after 
World War II.  

 
Manning, Cardinal H.E. The Dignity and Rights of labour. London: Burns, Oates, and Washbourne, 
1934. 
 The writings of an early British contributor to the social teaching tradition. 
 
Massaro, Thomas and Thomas A. Shannon, eds. American Catholic Social Teaching.  Collegeville, 
MN: 
 The Liturgical Press, 2002. 

This work focuses exclusively on the U.S. context from 1792-1999. It contains two parts: 1) a 
CD-ROM with the full digitalized and searchable texts of 23 Pastoral Letters from U.S. 
Bishops; and 2) on printed paper, 20 articles on those teachings by diverse scholars of the 
twentieth century. 

 
Massaro, Thomas, S.J.,  Living Justice: Catholic Social Teaching in Action.  New York: Sheed & 
Ward,  
 2000. 
 Explores the breadth and richness of Catholic social teaching and its impact on 
contemporary  
 Issues.  Remarkably well-written, this book is just right for college courses on Catholic social 
 thought. 
 
McCool, Gerald A. Catholic Theology in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for a Unitary Method.  

New York: Crossroad, 1977. 
 A comprehensive overview of the development of Catholicism in nineteenth-century Europe. 
 
Menczer, Bela. Catholic Political Thought, 1789-1848. Nortre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre 
Dame  
 Press, 1962. 

Hard-to-find excerpts from early-nineteenth-century conservative and romantic Catholic 
social thinkers. 
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Merkle, Judith. From the Heart of the Church. Collegeville, MN: Michael Glazier Books, 2004.  

This book gives attention both to the content of the social teachings and to the way these 
teachings are rooted in spirituality, theology and the lived historical reality of the church. 

 
Mich, Marvin L. Krier.  Catholic Social Teaching and Movements. Mystic, Conn.: Twenty-Third, 
1998.  

This book describes some of the concrete expressions of Catholic social teaching in organized  
movements for social change, such as the struggle for worker justice and human rights in the  
twentieth century. The first two chapters treat social developments in American Catholicism 
before and during the publication of Pope Leo XIII’s “Rerum novarum .” 

 
Misner, Paul.  Social Catholicism in Europe: From the Onset of Industrialization to the First World 
War.  
 New York: Crossroad, 1991. 

The  most thorough examination of the social and theological context out of which Catholic 
social teaching emerged.  

 
Moody, Joseph N., ed.  Church and Society: Catholic Social and Political Thought and Movements, 
1789- 
 1950.  New York: Arts, 1953. 

Solid thematic review of the relation of Catholic social teaching and political movements and 
ideas. 

 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops.  Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and 
Directions— 

Reflections of the U.S. Catholic Bishops.  Washington, D.C.: United States Catholic 
Conference, 1998.   
A document from the Bishops Conference that offers its own list of major themes and 
suggestions for ways to publicize them more broadly. 

 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops.  Communities of Salt and Light: Reflections on the Social  
 Mission of the Parish. Washington, D.C.: United States Conference, 1994. 

This is the major document of an initiative of the United States Bishops in the 1990s. 
Additional resources still available from Bishops’ publication service include resource guides 
and parish resource manuals to encourage local outreach for charity and justice. 

 
Nolan, Hugh, ed. Pastoral Letters of the United States Catholic Bishops, 6 vols.  Washington, D.C.: 
U.S.  
 Catholic Conferences, 1983. 

These volumes contain all of the documents of the Catholic bishops from 1972-1983.  
 
O’Brien, David J. and Thomas A. Shannon, eds. Catholic Social Thought: The Documentary 
Heritage.  
 Maryknoll, N. Y.: Orbis Books, 1992. 
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 This volume contains the English translations of twelve social encyclicals, as well as the U.S. 
Bishops’ pastoral letters. 

 
Pontifical Council for  Justice and Peace. Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. 
Washington, 
 D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005.  

In about 200 pages of text, this reference work offers a remarkably succinct summary of the 
content of Vatican social teaching documents. It resembles a catechism in style, and 
sacrifices some desirable historical sensibilities, but is still a major achievement. 

 
Schuck, Michael J.  That They Be One: The Social Teaching of the Papal Encyclicals, 1740-1989. 
 Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1991. 

Very good overall treatment of the historical  settings and the theological  unity of papal 
social thought. Chapters 1-2 cover eighteenth-and nineteenth-century encyclical social 
teaching. 

 
Sorge, Bartolomeo. “Socializzazione e Socialismo.” Civiltà cattolica 114 (1963): 326-37. 

This journal is considered a semiofficial mouthpiece of the Vatican.  Excellent listing of 
bibliographical resources. (336-37). 

 
Stiltner, Brian. Religion  and the Common Good. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, 1999.  

A creative address of social Catholicism to contemporary,  non-Catholic  notions of person 
and society. 

 
---------------------- 
The Annotated Bibliography on Reference Works and General Commentaries is compiled from 
Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., et al, Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries & 
Interpretations.  (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University, 2004). 


